
It’s sometimes difficult to sort out who’s who in a 
family tree.  What’s the difference between your 
second cousin once removed and your first cousin 
twice removed?  Have you ever been confused as 
to how your great-grandmother has one ‘great’ in 
her title but her brother has two? 

A relationship chart like this helps sort this out.  A 
few points: 

• ‘Removed’ refers to generations, so a  
relationship ‘once removed’ means that  
relationship shifted by one generation. 

• I’ve always thought that in New Zealand we 
tend not to use the prefix ‘grand’ except for 
our grandparents and grandchildren.  So our 
great-grandparent’s siblings are great-great-
uncles/aunts rather than the great-grand-
uncles/aunts shown on the chart.  Or have I 
got that wrong?  Let us know in the family 
history forum or in our Facebook group. 

 

• Though I’ve been looking at family history for 
many years I had never previously thought 
that we have two sets of, for example, first 
cousins once removed: one going down the 
line (our first cousins’ children) and the other 
going back up the line (our second cousins’ 
parents).  For the latter I think it’s simpler to 
say “my father’s/mother’s first cousin”. 

• “Cousin” is the generic term for all the xth 
cousins nth removed.  It’s a word that’s handy 
to avoid getting too tangled up unless you 
need to be very specific. 

Family relationships can get complicated, as Ray 
Stevens explains through song in I’m my own 
grandpa.  Enjoy! 
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